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Who We Are
Two Way Street is a non-profit street paper operation that publishes a 
monthly publication with a focus on local issues surrounding public 
safety, unemployment, homelessness, and poverty.  Two Way Street 
is a member of  the International Network of  Street Papers that is 
comprised of  120 street papers based out of  more than 30 different 
countries.

Our Mission
Two Way Street is a community-based publication providing micro-
entrepreneurial street vending opportunities for Albuquerque’s low-
income and homeless community.

Our Vision
By 2020, we envision Two Way Street accomplishing the following 
tasks in the City of  Albuquerque: 1) significantly decreasing the num-
ber of  panhandlers soliciting donations in medians and offramps, 2) 
creating 50 new self-employment street newspaper vending jobs for 
low-income and homeless individuals, 3) increasing the annual num-
ber of  solicitation permits obtained by street vendors who are par-
ticipating in busking, street performance, etc. from 100 to 200, and 
4) expanding the city’s street vending district program from its one 
location at the Old Town Portal Market to include the Downtown 
Area, the University Heights, and the Nob Hill District.   

Our Values
Salesmanship that brings vibrancy to sidewalks, the public right-of-
way, nearby storefronts, and underutilized spaces.

Street vending that cultivates community policing, improves public 
safety, and stimulates incremental economic development.

Placemaking that activates people and places to promote community 
health, happiness, and overall wellbeing.

Self-employment that leverages human and civil rights to create systemic 
change. 
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What We Have Been Up To
We have had a group of  local artists, street performers, and homeless 
individuals purchase 600 copies of  Issue 1 (at 25 cents a piece) and 
800 copies of  Issue 2 (at 50 cents a piece) to distribte back out to 
members of  the community for $1 (for Issue 1) and $2 (for Issue 2).  
This is a total investment of  $550 back into our street paper opera-
tion coming from our street vendors alone.  

We have had this same group of  street vendors solicit a total of  over 
$700 in donations from the community for selling copies of  Issue 1 
and over $1000 for sellilng copies of  Issue 2.  All of  these donations 
have gone straight into the street vendors’ pockets.

We have received $1806 in our first Go Fund Me Campgain and 
$1226 in our second Campaign.  These donations have been used to 
help cover our the costs of: printing our newspapers, screenprinting 
our t-shirts, and purchasing street vending supplies and materials to 
support the sucess of  our street vendors.

We have tabled at 6 local events, including OffCenter’s Annual Folk 
Art Festival and ABQ Zine Fest Seven.

Ad Rates
$100 for a full page
$50 for half  a page

$25 for a quarter page 
($10 for a street vendor, performer, busker)

Find Us on the Web
TwoWayStreetAbq.org

Letter from the Editor
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Dear Readers,
At a time when the majority 

of  Albuquerque’s press lives by 
the “if  it bleeds it leads” man-
tra, it is up to community based 
publications like Two Way Street 
to remind us of  all the good 
things that are happening in our 
neighborhoods.  What nobody 
talks about is how a weak local 
economy breeds social capital at 
the neighborhood level and how 
it can’t be captured by traditional 
press coverage.  Downtown is one 
of  those neighborhoods that pos-
sesses an ample amount of  social 
capital that no one ever talks about 
- social capital shared among resi-
dents, business owners, security 
guards, social workers, and many 
other neighbors.  Unfortunately, 
there is a certain population that 
is cut off  from utilizing that social 
capital.  For years we have been 
skirting homelessness aside rather 
than trying to find a sustainable 
solution to allowing those in this 
situation to activate the limited 
liminal space in which they have 
been confined.  Whether clearing 

out the walking street on Fourth 
St., wiping out bus stations up and 
down central, and/or creating day 
labor beautification opportunities 
to literally get panhandlers off  the 
streets and out if  the public eye, 
our community has been placing 
a bandaid on the issue of  home-
lessness for quite some time.  This 
is why Two Way Street is hoping 
to provide a more holistic ap-
proach to lifting this vulnerable 
population out of  the nooks and 
crannies in which they have been 
trapped.      

One of  the biggest sociological 
issues that we are currently facing 
in Albuquerque is the conflation 
of  homelessness and criminal ac-
tivity.  Historically there has been 
no way to differentiate those who 
are suffering from addiction and 
who want to live out on the streets 
and those who truly wanted to lift 
themselves out of  poverty.  But 
with the rise of  Two Way Street, 
street vendors aren’t being sub-
verted by public perception and/
or the local news - they are cre-
ating the news.  Two Way Street 

vendors accomplish this by using 
their products and services to 
initiate simple face-to-face inter-
actions with strangers that have 
the power to transform into long 
term friendships.   

Another tool that Two Way 
Street is using to address this local 
issue is Albuquerque Free Press’ 
empty newspaper dispenser stock.  
We are doing this by transforming 
this street furniture into an urba-
nentrepreneurial “anchor” - an 
obsolete sidewalk bin repurposed 
and redesigned to change the way 
goods and services flow through 
our urban built environment.  
With our street vendors function-
ing as our “dispensers,” we will 
not be using Albuquerque Free 
Press’ dispensers for their origi-
nal use.  Instead, we will be con-
verting this street furniture into 
temporary storage spaces/lockers 
aimed at providing our vendors 
with a sense of  comfort, security, 
and professionalism that improves 
their ability to sell publications 
in the public right-of-way.  A bit 
further down the road, Two Way 

 Photo by Sher Latimer

Street even intends to use these 
dispensers as tools for bridging 
the gap between local street out-
reach programs and street ven-
dors - this can be accomplished 
by transforming them into distrib-
ribution points for street vendors 
to pick up care packages.  This 
might require a certain amount 
of  legislative advocacy from Two 
Way Street, but has already re-
cently been done in municipalities 
like Bangor, Maine through their 
“Bags for Bangor” program.

Recruiting and retaining street 
vendors to sell Two Way Street 
papers has been a challenging 
process over the past few months, 
but by further establishing the 
right mix of  infrastructure and 
culture that supports our street 
vendors, we hope that the launch 
of  this third publication solidifies 
our presence in the Downtown 
area and broadens our exposure 
throughout the City of  Albuquer-
que.   

Enjoy,
Jeff  the Truth Hertz

How to Contribute

Call for Donations
Much of  our street vendors’ success lies in the way that we equip 

them before heading out to their turf. 
Two Way Street would like to thank all of  our fellow commu-

nity members who have already donated items to support our street 
vendors, and we appreciate all future donations. We also would like 
to thank local entrepreneurs and small businesses like Immastar 
Productions for donating providing our street vendors with the 
equipment, salesmanship, and inspiration to be successful out at 
their turf.

Here are a list of  items that we need most:
- Tote bags
- Clipboards
- Lanyards
- T-shirts
- Hoodies
- Beanies

Submissions for Writing
We encourage community members to submit the following 

kinds of  writing to Two Way Street.  We are particularly interested 
in publishing writing produced by subject matter experts working 
in Albuquerque’s Continuum of  Care (workforce development cen-
ters, service providers, homeless shelters, etc.), but we also feel that 
community members are the true experts on many of  these local 
issues.    

- Short articles/features/bios (between 400-600 words)
- Poems (no longer than a page)
- Haiku (you know the structure)
- Flash fiction (no longer than 600 words)
- Street lingo (words and phrases recommended to be included in our cross-
word puzzle)
- Reviews of  service providers, case managers, etc. (300-500 
words) 

Dear Reader,
Thank you for supporting Two 

Way Street. However you contrib-
uted, whether you’re a content 
contributor, publication collabo-
rator, street vendor, or a supporter 
of  the street vendors, you are part 
of  something really beautiful hap-
pening in the Albuquerque com-
munity. There is a lot of  social 
capital at work in this publication, 
an aspect of  the publication not 
immediately apparent to the con-
sumer of  the material - our con-
tent is incredibly salient for the 
community, the content is curated 
from the community, the publica-
tion is put together by people in 
the community, it’s sold by people 
in the community, and by reading 
this, you’re connecting with the 
discussion and supporting that 
community. 

Social cap-
ital is what 
this issue is 
all about. So-
cial capital 
is a way to 
think about 
the intercon-
nec tednes s 
of  a com-
munity in a 
quantifiable 
way. The 
only people 
who actu-
ally care about quantifying the 
interconnectedness of  the com-
munity are social scientists, so this 
isn’t passive interconnectedness, 
it’s interconnectedness that does 
something. Social capital is the 
connections that make a differ-
ence in the community, but it is 
also evaluated by the people who 
can help you out in a pinch, those 
with whom you can share and 
interact authentically, and those 
who might have an effect on who 
you are. Our long-enduring com-
munity institutions (i.e. religious 
groups, neighborhood associa-
tions) and regular acquaintances 
are foundational to our market-
place of  ideas, our First Amend-
ment freedom of  association, and 
well-functioning democracy. 

These social connections make 
up our sustenance economy. The 
sustenance economy, is the econo-
my of  enduring traditions and in-
stitutions that separate established 
communities from transitional 
or nomadic communities. With-
out this foundational economy, a 
modern market economy just isn’t 
possible, unless you want to enter-
tain the dystopian fantasy of  an 
economy built upon cultureless, 
consumer slaves. Now, you might 

be thinking: “Actually, we aren’t 
so far removed from this char-
acterization of  our world.” Well, 
my friend, that’s why we’re talking 
about it in this issue.

Albuquerque’s downtown com-
munity is one of  the most vibrant. 
The market economy is bustling, 
and the streets are filled with 
people most days and nights, even 
though nightlife hardly qualifies as 
social capital. Neighborhoods in 
the surrounding areas are among 
the most established and cultur-
ally rich. But for those living in 
rental properties, extended stay, 
temporary housing, emergency 
housing, or without housing, and 
for those who use downtown as 
a public transit thoroughfare, the 
sustenance economy hasn’t been 
as good as it should be:

The wait-
ing list for 
both City and 
County Sec-
tion 8 Hous-
ing Vouchers 
had been and 
will continue 
to be years  
long, and 
finding emer-
gency shelter 
is extremely 
difficult given 
the demand.

The City 
Council has introduced an or-
dinance to regulate our public 
spaces and modes of  interaction 
to prohibit interacting with traffic 
on foot in a median through an 
ordinance that indirectly targets 
panhandlers, but also can be used 
against protestors, community car 
washes, and citizens (including 
firefighters) who solicit donations 
from the median.

Albuquerque Rapid Transit has 
most disproportionately affected 
those who rely on public transit, 
whose routes are changing, who 
needs more connectivity running 
north and south of  Central Ave., 
and whose busses are constantly 
running late due to the traffic 
along the only street with a (previ-
ously) good transit schedule.

I hope you enjoy the content 
provided in the following pages.  I 
also sincerely hope that evaluating 
the following content through the 
lens of  social capital and suste-
nance economy really adds value. 
If  not, you’ve listened to a social 
scientist prattle on about social 
capital, and that alone is appreci-
ated. Bless you, kind soul.

Nick Vottero
Free the Future

Letter from Free the Future

Dan Majewski heeds the call for donations. Photo by Jacob Reinhardt.
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How has Two Way Street been 
able to support you thus far?

TWS has given me an oppor-
tunity to truly communicate with 
people in a way that extends be-
yond asking for change - it has 
allowed me to feel good knowing 
that I can walk up to someone 
and know I can speak legitimately 
about a real local product like our 
paper.  TWS is exploring issues 
that are not being published by 
other local papers.  I believe what 
matters most is getting involved 
right here at home - we are almost 
powerless for what is happening 
outside of  this town.  Business 
owners will ask me about what is 
going on outside their storefront.  
Learning our code of  conduct and 
learning about my rights AND re-
sponsibilities has really saved me 
when approached by police of-
ficers.  Knowing how I cannot 
obstruct the public right-of-way 
while still soliciting donations is 
key for a responsible street vendor 
with no stand or nothin’ to get in 
the way.

How would you imagine using 
the dying newspaper dispens-
ers in order to help support 
your sales?

It would make it easier to place 
papers somewhere to keep them 
protected and not take the chance 
of  them getting damaged. It 
would keep the ink on the paper.  I 
mean, we live in rough conditions 

Tyler Hamilton on his way out to his turf  during the Nob Hill SummerFest Event.  Two Way Street has been leveraging the recent 
influx in street-level events and dense pedestrian activity among various neighborhoods in Albuquerque to provide its street vendors 
with more opportunities to sell their paper products. Tyler was involved in the feasibility for developing Two Way Street and continues 
to be a great source of  local knowledge. Photo by Jeff  Hertz.

on the street and keeping them in 
good condition would make all 
the difference in being able to de-
liver a professional product to our 
customers.  We need to be neat, 
clean, and professional.

What are your experiences of  
homelessness and what are 
some of  the major issues you 
have seen others experience 
throughout the City?

I was homeless for a year and 
a half  and then another six years 
after catching a tough break. The 
biggest issue that I have seen is 
that at night people need a safe 
place to stay.  Many of  these folks 
are being required to do a back-
ground check and have no second 
chance - so what are they go-
ing to do but find their way into 
churches, or a business to spend 
the night.  But now, that is con-
sidered urban camping and is a 
misdemeanor and I don’t’ feel 
that is quite right considering they 
don’t have any other place to go.  
I could understand if  someone is 
interrupting the flow of  business 
or leaving trash behind them, as 
long as they are leaving it the same 
way they originally saw it.  Ev-
eryone deserves to get a little bit 
of  sleep.  If  people can’t go get 
hygiene kits and water and other 
necessities, that is not just about 
getting a job at that point – that’s 
unfortunately about survival.  And 
then at that point, a man is going 

to do what he is forced to do what 
he doesn’t want to do and that is 
basically swallowing your pride 
and asking for help.  

If  Two Way Street gave you a 
hand up and allowed you to 
explore your next employment 
opportunity, what would it be?

I would honestly like to get in-
volved with more vending oppor-
tunities.  I think I like street vend-
ing because it gives me a chance 
to approach people in the most 
appropriate way possible.  I would 
like to vend other newspapers 
and magazines – that and other 
products that would help people 
in everyday life like flashlights and 
other household tools.  

What would you consider your-
self  to be a local expert in?

I feel that both the enforce-
ment of  the law and the sen-
tence for committing such crimes 
should not be as heavy as they are 
for things like loitering and pan-
handling. This is really what sets 
people back when this shouldn’t at 
all be what sets people back.  Pro-
grams like St. Martins Better Way 
Van is providing a great service to 
the community, but it is really only 
a drop in the bucket and either 
needs to be expanded or rede-
signed to be more comprehensive.  
If  there were more job opportu-
nities like this, all the other small 
stuff  the City doesn’t want to see 

Travis Irvine
Turf: Yet to be decided
Brick and Mortar Sponsor: Hope Works (Day Labor Program Referral)
Newspaper Dispenser #: 4
Partnering Artist: Joel Brandon
Featured Quote: “Two Way Street is giving me a tool for challenging and changing public percep-
tion towards homelessness.”   
Local Expert In: Improving Public Perception

Our street vendors are more than the heart and soul of  our organization - they are the lifeblood of  our operation 
and the way we deliver products and services to the streets of  Albuquerque.  Here we have featured our most 
recently hired street vendor:

Update 
from the 

Chair of  the 
Street 

Vendor 
Committee,
 April Parrish 
On Wednesday August 16th, 

I walked into the 700 2nd St 
NW Downtown Apartments for 
the first time. Long tables were 
squared up and chaired in the 
ground floor meeting space. The 
atmosphere was one of  openness 
and straightforward inclusiveness. 
What brought me there aside 
from a Facebook invite? A deep-
ening awareness of  our city’s un-
housed community members and 
the genuine nature of  Two Way 
Street’s well founded and dynamic 
response. 

That evening I heard full and 
direct testimony from the already 
active pioneering street vendors 
and gifted local street artists - at 
times one and the same - who are 
experiencing homelessness and 
sharpened disenfranchisement by 
the community’s misconceptions 
of  homelessness at large.  Out 
of  the four different committees 
that I was asked to participate in, I 
found myself  gravitating towards 
the Street Vendor Committee, the 
scope of  which is geared towards 
providing street vendors with the 
support to empower themselves 
through micro-entrepreneurship 
and to find their voice through the 
newspaper.  As a team, the Street 
Vendor Committee has the goal 
of  establishing ladders of  upward 
mobility for each of  our street 

Want To Become A Street Vendor?
- No ID required!

- No Background Check required!
- Immediate Supplemental Income!

and Flexible Hours!
Choose your own hours to fit your needs

Minimum 10 hours/week core sales work required

Application Requirements:
- Must be clean and sober to apply
- Personable and friendly demeanor
- Must attend a Wednesday meeting
- Must learn the Street Vendor Pitch 

- Must learn the Street Vendor Code of  Conduct 
- Ability to conduct sales and provide customer service

Please bring this newspaper to one of  our Wednesday meetings 
at 700 2nd St NW at 5pm to receive 5 Free Copies of  Issue 3

*You will be able to start vending upon completion 
of  training and recognition of  code of  conduct.

Curbside Chat
with Tyler Hamilton

would go away.

What have been the biggest 
barriers to selling copies of  
Two Way Street thus far?

I honestly believe that the ma-
jority of  people I talk to on the 
street anymore are truthfully only 

carrying debit cards or credit 
cards - being unable to accept 
those forms of  payment is the 
hardest part of  the job and the 
biggest barrier to being successful.  
I’m also seeing people starting to 
pay with only their smartphones 
– so they are moving further and 

further ahead of  us in terms of  
streamlining the way they pass 
money around, but we are still 
held up in receiving cash.  Being 
able to accept alternative forms of  
payment would help me tremen-
dously right now.

Featured 
Emerging 
Street Vendor

“Instead of  being ashamed for all 
that has happened over the course of  
my life, Two Way Street is giving me 
a platform for accepting and growing 

from these experiences.”

I’m 39 and I came here from 
Ohio.  I came here with a plan 
and everything was set up before 
I got here, but all that came crash-
ing down through a single text 
message that instantly made me 
homeless with nowhere to go in a 
city I knew almost nothing about.    

At first I just wanted to go 
back, but not too many days later I 
was introduced to Two Way Street 
while attending the Day Labor 
Orientation at the Hope Center.  
All of  a sudden, there was my an-

swer.  It was perfect timing.  I saw 
it as an opportunity to take ev-
erything from my past associated 
with homelessness, jails, drinking, 
and drugs and to turn all of  that 
into an asset to help this publica-
tion grow.  

I am grateful for Two Way 
Street coming into my life when it 
did, I love being a vendor making 
new friends, and I appreciate be-
ing a part of  something I believe 
in.  It was no accident that Jeff  
came into our Day Labor Orienta-

tion at the Hope Center when he 
did…

Instead of  being ashamed for 
all that has happened over the 
course of  my life, Two Way Street 
is giving me a platform for accept-
ing and growing from these ex-
periences.   Even more than that, 
Two Way Street is giving me a tool 
for challenging and changing pub-
lic perception towards homeless-
ness.   

Looking forward to seeing you 
out there at my turf!Photo by Billah Muhammad.

vendors.  I’m honored to help 
forge those ladders of  upward 
mobility. 

The folks that are showing up 
to our Weekly Meetings on Thurs-
day afternoons are ‘leaning in’, 

April Parrish has been a key community volunteer in helping develop our Vendor Guide and training our street vendors at weekly 
meetings. Photo by Photo by Billah Muhammad.

sharing ideas, reaching out, and 
connecting… all with the same 
intent: How can I help? This kind 
of  attitude is all we need to get 
on down the road to better days 
as a human family - and with all 

of  Two Way Street’s contributors 
and growing community partner-
ships, it has got it goin’ on. Join us 
on Thursdays at 5pm at the Main 
Public Library downtown to lend 
a helping hand! 
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Have you ever had to take the 
bus to carry out your everyday 
life? We would like you to try it 
for a day. It’s challenging enough 
when you live in a home, but even 
harder when living out on the 
street. Getting from where one 
sleeps to food, showers, laundry, 
bus passes, medical care, appoint-
ments, and back again is hard 
work.

Try getting involved in city 
or county government, going to 
events at the balloon fiesta park, 
staying for an Isotopes game, or 
going to a Sunday evening event. 
Wanting to do life on a holiday 
somewhere besides one’s personal 
space is impossible. Unless you 
have a car or someone to give you 
a ride those things aren’t going to 
happen. 

Public transportation is impor-
tant. Done right it opens the door 
for ALL people to be involved in 
all aspects of  life. Public transit 
gets people to school, work, play, 
the doctor, grocery stores, librar-
ies and so much more. All people 
who use public transit are asking 
is to be able to do the same as 
people with private vehicles. 

Some people question the ne-
cessity of  public transit. They 
have cars or access to some other 
form of  transportation. Common 
comments include the follow-
ing: “buses aren’t full all day ev-
ery day”, “buses are dirty and/or 
the passengers are smelly or foul 
mouthed or ....”, “riding the bus 
takes too much time,” “I have to 
leave home 2 hours early to get to 
work or appointments on time,” 
“bus stops are dirty or scary or 
nasty or poorly lit,” and on and 
on. 

Those of  us who depend on 
it want to help make it better. We 
would like more people in cars to 
park them and ride the bus to live 
life. Being able to go to the gro-
cery store, the laundromat, to visit 

friends, to go to the mall, etc. by 
means of  a multi-modal trip will 
help folks understand the impor-
tance of  quality public transporta-
tion and infrastructure.  And once 
the broader community adopts a 
culture supporting multi-modal 
transportation, that is when the 
last mile dilemma is conquered. 

What else can you do to help 
improve transportation? Here are 
a few ideas: 

- Talk to your city councilor
- Encourage others to try the bus
- Get some friends together and go 
to the mall or to lunch or to Old 
Town on the bus
-Use your imagination

Even if  you don’t ride the bus 
every day, park your car once in a 
while and use the bus. You might 
surprise yourself  and enjoy not 
having to drive or find a parking 
space in a crowded parking lot. 

Other Local 
Transportation  Issues

Bicyclists
Another transportation issue 

that should be addressed is re-
sponsible bicycle riding.   While 
riding a bicycle is one of  the least 
impactful modes of  transpor-
tation, many of  these folks go 
through stop signs and red lights 
without stopping. They ride on 
sidewalks and don’t give warning 
that they’re coming up behind pe-
destrians. It’s good to see so many 
people out riding bikes but some 
people think rules don’t need to 
be followed when it’s inconve-
nient. Perhaps there is a commu-
nity need for Bicycle Education, 
Training, and Licensing in the 
same way there is a need for Driv-
er’s Education for cars and motor-
cycles.  Perhaps community-based 
publications like Two Way Street 
can provide street-based educa-
tion for these populations and the 
community at large.

Alvarado Transportation Center lies at the heart of  low-income and homeless mobility throughout the City of  Albuquerque.  Over the past couple of  months, APD and ABQ RIDE’s presence has grown not only in the form of  more street-level police officers and private 
security officers, but also in the form of  towering surveillance cameras positioned at the intersection of  1st St. and Central Ave.  Photo by Jeff  Hertz. 

Changing the Culture of  Our 
Local Transportation System  

HUD provides two indices for analyzing transportation access - here is the Low Transportation Cost Index, which measures the cost 
of  transportation and the proximity to public transportation by Census Tract. This indice is based on cost estimates for a 3-person sin-
gle-parent family with income at 50% of  the median income for renters in the region. The higher each index value (nationally ranked 
percentile), the lower the cost of  transportation in the neighborhood or the more likely residents in that neighborhood use public transit.  

Two Way Street Issue 4 
 

To Be Released on November 11 

Featured Neighborhood: The International District
Featured Stories: 
- Updates on the City/County Tiny Home Village Project aimed at addressing the behavioral and mental health needs of  
Albuquerque’s lowest-income population.
- Updates on City Councilor Isaac Benton’s Community Supports Shuttle administered by the Department of  Family 
and Community Services and aimed at providing exclusive transportation services to homeless individuals and families 
navigating the City/County’s Continuum of  Care in the Downtown area.
- Comprehensive coverage of  City Councilor Trudy Jones’ original draft of  an ordinance aimed at curbing solicitations 
between pedestrians and motorists to the Councilor’s newest draft of  the ordinance aimed holding pedestrians more ac-
countable for their actions in the public right-of-way.
- Next steps for partnering with Heading Home and Prosperity Works to help Two Way Street vendors start to build assets.
- Updates on Two Way Street’s efforts to support our street vendors who are struggling to sell print products in the era 
of  digital sales.
- Interviews with the Downtown Block by Block Program’s Operational Manager and a few of  their Ambassadors to see 
how the program can be expanded.
- Opinion article on APS Title 1 Homeless Project’s “School-First” model and various schools’ responses to the Every 
Students Succeed Act.
- Interviews with ABQ RIDE staff  to learn more about how to get Two Way Street vendors connected with bus passes 
for the new Albuquerque Rapid Transit and to get them involved in the Adopt-a-Stop Program.
- Coverage of  City Councilor Diane Gibson’s proposed Community Bike Shop modeled off  of  the existing Casa Espe-
ranza program.

By Kathryn Arndt Pedestrians 
Another mode of  transporta-

tion that we need to encourage 
more responsible behaviors to-
wards is going on foot. Pedes-
trians appreciate level sidewalks 
and clear markings in the street 
so vehicles have a clear picture of  
where to stop at lights and signs 
- this means we also need to give 
vehicles opportunities to turn or 
to be able to take their turn at four 
way stops.  After all, it’s a two way 
street.

Being a pedestrian with cer-
tain disabilities or impairments is 
fraught with challenges. There are 
many intersections with raised ar-
eas and cutouts. The raised areas 
blend in with the other parts of  
the sidewalk and become a falling 
or tripping hazard. Hazards like 
these keep popping up at newly 
completed intersections, espe-
cially those that are being devel-
oped in part of  the Albuquerque 
Rapid Transit project. There’s also 
the issue of  trees planted in what 
could be a sufficiently wide side-
walk, with half  of  the sidewalk be-
ing taken up by trees that are not 
only not being trimmed. It’s nice 
to have trees but we already have 
such narrow sidewalks throughout 
Albuquerque as it is that we need 
to consider all individuals who 
pass through our neighborhoods. 

Whether you are a pedestrian, 
bicyclist, or motorist, practicing 
good habits of  responsibly shar-
ing the sidewalk and the public 
right-of-way marks a big step for 
the streets of  Albuquerque.   

Kathryn Arndt, is an active guest/par-
ticipant in the City of  Albuquerque’s 
Transit Advisory Board and has also 
provided public comment on local legisla-
tion surrounding transportation at City 
Council Meetings.  Kathryn is a regular 
public transit rider and has been highly 
involved in conversations surrounding 
the future use of  Albuquerque Rapid 
Transit by low-income, disabled, and 
homeless riders.    

A Call to Action

We Need Your Help!
If  you would like to get more involved with Two Way Street, please send us 

an email at eyedealabq@gmail.com or visit our website at www.twowaystreetabq.org.  
We are currently looking to bring the following types of  folks on board:

- Street Vendors
- Freelancers

- Graphic Designers
- App Developers

- Artists
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Although Susan Wheeler-Deichsel did 
not win this past mayoral election, Two 
Way Street was honored to sit down with 
her and learn more about her experiences 
selling street papers.  We also asked her 
how she would have addressed the confla-
tion between homelessness and criminal 
activity if  she were elected mayor.

What is your level of  familiar-
ity with the street paper move-
ment?

I was a veritable “street kid” in 
Vancouver, BC in the middle 60’s.  
One of  the things made available 
to people who needed money was 
a publication called The Georgia 
Straight.  It was a tongue in cheek 
title because the name of  the wa-
terway the divides the mainland of  
British Columbia and the enormous 
Vancouver Island is called The 
Georgia Straight.  It was a so-called 
alternative publication not unlike the 
Alibi in its heyday or even not that 
unlike Two Way Street in its business 
model now. 

Those who wished to make some 
money could pick up copies of  The 
Georgia Straight for a dime each, 
and sell them for a quarter. I some-
times did this.  

Kind of  like this kid from the 
60’s, I am now working to be the 
next Mayor of  Albuquerque with 
only a limited understanding of  tru-
ly how hard of  work I have ahead of  
me.  Little did I know how vulner-
able I was as a 16 year old on the 
street - and here I am now not fully 
understanding how vulnerable I am 
now in this role I have taken on.  

What are your views on street-
level crime, panhandling, and un-
employment in Albuquerque?

Street-Level Crime: When it comes 
to street-level crime in Albuquer-
que, we see that property crimes 
are up, violent crimes are actually 
down somewhat, but the overall 
public perception is that everything 
is trending upward - and public per-
ception is really what matters most.  
I used to be able to brag when I 
countered the idea that downtown 
was a war zone.  I used to be able to 
brag since the late 1990’s the many 
neighborhoods that make up the 
downtown actually had the lowest 
crime rates (per capita) in the city.  
Part of  the truth behind that statistic 
is that the downtown areas are the 
most densely populated in the city.  

Nonetheless, in this recent crime up-
take, crime has ticked up in central 
neighborhoods as well.

Panhandling: My friends and I’s 
anecdotal experience of  observing 
panhandling in Albuquerque is that 
the greatest increases of  the activ-
ity have happened over the last few 
years and in the form of  cardboard 
signs being yielded in medians and 
off-ramps.  On the other hand, we 
have noticed a reduction in places 
where we used to be hit up fre-
quently: Century 14 Downtown and 
in the vicinity of  the Alvarado Tran-
sit Center.  We think that is because 
of  the increase in security patrols in 
both regions.  My friends who have 
been living in the downtown region 
for decades tell me that it wasn’t un-
common in the 90’s and the first de-
cade of  the 2000’s for panhandlers 
to come straight to their front doors 
and ask for money.  No one reports 
much of  that anymore.  Friends 
in more suburban neighborhoods 
report never having had someone 
come to their doors asking for mon-
ey.  I believe and know that there is 
strong evidence to support the idea 
that this particular kind of  panhan-
dling, for some, is seen as an actual 
business - knowingly or unkowingly, 
creating economic difficulties for 
communities like Albuquerque.  Es-
pecially in Albuquerque, systemic 
poverty underscores everything, and 
is one of  the many issues that must 
be first acknowledged by our next 
mayor and council, but then acted 
upon in an organized and coordi-
nated manner. 

Unemployment: I believe that, ex-
cept for a few exceptional programs 
that may not be scalable yet to the 
population at large, both our city 
and state have too much prioritized 
incentivizing larger businesses from 
out of  state to set up shop. Although 
I would not dismiss the value of  this 
kind of  outreach, I strongly believe 
that until we can offer to those who 
might bring jobs to Albuquerque 
a lower crime and better educated 
workforce, we need to be the best at 
what we already are, which is a city 
that is fueled by excellent startups 
and other small businesses. We will 
streamline both the registration and 
maintenance of  small businesses by 
creating a One-Stop Business Portal 
at the city to make it easy as pie to 
have a business in this city.  In the 
meantime, our poor educational 
outcomes are no joke - particularly 
in a place that has so many brilliant 

minds and ideas floating around.  
Even though the city cannot dictate 
policy to our schools, we are in the 
perfect position to be excellent part-
ners with them.  We already give mil-
lions to them every year and we may 
need to give more, but we also must 
use our unique positon to bring to-
gether the best minds to help us not 
only to strategize remedies to inch 
our student toward excellence, but 
to then be strong partners to imple-
ment those strategies. 

How would you address home-
lessness in Albuquerque if  elect-
ed Mayor?

I was twice homeless during col-
lege, due to poverty, and inched my 
way out by sheer creativity and the 
fact that I was not mentally or physi-
cally ill, and knew people who were 
ultimately able to help me.  But I can 
relate to both the feeling of  help-
lessness, and shame associated with 
homelessness. 

I believe that the new mayoral ad-
ministration must concentrate on a 
two-pronged approach:

We need to shelter those who 
wish to be sheltered in a myriad of  
ways, whether that be in the form 
of  more traditional affordable hous-
ing projects or a series of  tiny home 
villages. This will not be at all easy, 
but this next mayor needs to step 
forward with the political and mone-
tary will to get 
these kinds of  
projects go-
ing.  Where 
do we find the 
money? We 
save money 
by providing on-site medical care 
or utilizing remote, decentralized 
medical models. We also prioritize 
the cost savings of  substance abuse 
programs and other supportive ser-
vices including educational services 
to return those among our current 
homeless population to a higher 
quality of  life.  

We do a very detailed analysis of  
all of  the supportive services that 
are now available in the city (public, 
private, faith-based) to see if  there 
could be any redundancy in those 
programs at the present time, that 
would suggest that there better ways 
to rally together to better serve our 
homeless individuals.

What are your thoughts on 
Mayor Richard Berry’s 5-Point 
Plan to addressing Downtown 

dating the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan and Integrated Develop-
ment Ordinance, how do you 
think Two Way Street could help 
support the Community Assess-
ment Process and provide edu-
cation surrounding the land use 
decision making process?

I think Two Way Street could in-
fluence public opinion in a couple 
of  ways, not the least of  which 
would be to show illustrations to 
the public at large by having articles 
that include illustrations of  what 
the kinds update an updated Comp. 
Plan and Zoning codes might actu-
ally look like.  They might include 
renderings or photographs of  new 
possibilities being crafted in other 
places. Or, they might show, for ex-
ample, a block in our city, before and 
after, so people could really under-
stand what these updates will allow 
us to do. 

I believe that many individuals 
who have been weighing in on these 
processes are from interest groups 
that do not reflect the general con-
sensus of  the residents of  the city as 
a whole.  if  regular folks were shown 

“systemic poverty underscores everything”

what updated planning and zoning 
codes actually look like, they might 
be more supportive of  the process 
and might even wish to offer their 
own input. 

How do you plan on having 
a broader cross-section of  Al-

buquerque 
citizens get 
out to vote?  
How can 
Two Way 
Street help 
s u p p o r t 

that?
I’m glad Two Way Street is ask-

ing questions about voting.  If  you 
had asked me this a year or two ago 
when I believed that I could have 
qualified for public funding and 
therefore had funds to hire profes-
sionals to help me, I would have 
been very focused on going to re-
gions of  the city where registered 
voters who have largely not voted in 
the last two municipal elections live 
and to convene events to beg them 
to take back their votes and the 
power that they have surrendered 
to those who did not have their best 
interest in mind. 

Little did I know, as a novice run-
ning for a political office that my 
lack of  access to money has also so 
effected my ability to reach out to 
those populations.  

crime? What kind of  relationship 
needs to be established between 
business owners, law enforce-
ment officers, pedestrians, and 
others occupying the street?

I support the Mayor’s 5-Point 
Plan. I do find it laughable that 
when the plan was announced APD 
reported that they had noticed an 
uptick in crime about a month be-
fore the plan was announced and 
even Ike Benton said he thought 
maybe crime had worsened in the 
previous 3 months.  I have person-
ally been in on meetings with both 
Ike and members of  the downtown 
communities and APD officers as-
signed to the downtown and this 
uptick is quite a bit older than those 
two sources quoted, and they know 
it.  Strange and great that it was 
LAVU, the poster-child for down-
town vibrancy, who had to call 
bullshit and threaten to leave to get 
anything done, but so be it. 

The Mayor’s 5-Point Plan will 
only be effective if  the interactions 
between all of  the intended col-
laborative parties establish actual 
relationships - not just ones on pa-
per.   If  we take a look at places like 
Camden, NJ (where “beat” cops are 
not in a frequent state of  shift or 
location flux), we see that they have 
established strong relationships with 
residents, business-owners, and so-
called street people, and they have 

proven very effective in lowering 
rates of  crime of  all types.   

In addition to examining com-
munity policing models and rela-
tionship building, one of  the best 
concepts (think urban journalist 
Jane Jacobs, the author of  Life and 
Death of  the Great American City) 
is “eyes and ears on the street.”  
This comes about by utilizing dense, 
fine-grained design of  buildings and 
public places. Mixing uses of  build-
ings as residential uses of  spaces, 
and creating community spaces to 
bring together those who live in 
neighborhoods have proven to lead 
to positive outcomes. Also multi-
modal transportation options are es-
sential offerings to cities that thrive. 

With your background in city 
planning and involvement in up-

A Few Words with Susan

Susan Wheeler-Deichsel invited us over to her home northwest of  the Downtown area to 
conduct the interview.  Susan’s background in city planning provides her with a land use-
oriented perspective to addressing unemployment and homelessness. Photo by Jeff  Hertz. 

By Jeff  Hurtz

    

The Window of  Opportunity 
To support street vendors, performers, and buskers who would like to place a small advertisement in 

Two Way Street, we provide them with not only a discounted price to place the ad, but also with more 
information on their “window of  opportunity.”  This includes the time and place that is best to catch 

them performing in the public right-of-way (sidewalk) at their “turf.”

This month, we have a group of  street musicians, Sanji, advertising their window of  opportunity:

Downtown Growers Market at Robinson Park 
on Central Ave. and 8th St. - Saturday from 10am to 12pm

The Gizmo Building 
at 410 Central Ave. SW - Thursday, Friday, or Saturday from 9pm to 3am

The Balloon Fiesta 
Mornings and Evenings

Street vendors, performers, and buskers bring life to our streets in many ways. They are the perfect 
placemaking “tool” that also contributes to local businesses by creating a cultural hubs. Beyond organi-
cally creating crowds, they get strangers to make eye contact, encourage people to dance, sing, play and 
create together, as week as create shared cultural experiences. They also cultivate safe public spaces by 
being eyes on the street .  Shows on the street stage are more socially engaging and economically inclu-

sive than those inside private establishments and help establish hubs of  creativity.      
 

Come out to our turf  one of  these mornings or evenings to find us activating the Downtown area!  

Your donations are greatly appreciated! - Sanji 
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A few years ago, when I lived and worked as a cashier at a grocery store 
in Austin, Texas, a tall, thin young man with short, messy brown hair and 
beard came through my line. He wore a faded, black hooded sweater and 
pants. It was only a few minutes before closing. The store was nearly empty. 
No one was in line when the man came up. He set three Ambrosia apples 
down on the black conveyor belt, and they made their way to me. I was tired 
and had sharp pains shooting up my arms that day, so I let the apples come 
to the end of  the belt before I picked them up. I felt their bodies, some with 
soft spots and browning. I was trained to offer the best-looking products 
to customers.   

“I can get you different ones if  you’d like.” 
I pointed out the blemishes. 
“That’s OK,” he said, “Someone’s got to eat them.”
After I rang up the man, he picked up the apples from the silver side of  

my station, and placed them in the two front pockets of  his sweater.
“It is either perfect, or it gets rejected,” said someone quoted in a piece 

on food waste in The Guardian last year.1 
Here this current year in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and all around it is 

no secret that food waste is a huge problem. “Discarded food is the big-
gest single component of  landfills and incinerators.” It is not only grocery 
stores and restaurants and schools that account for food waste. According 
to an article written earlier this year for The Albuquerque Journal, “about 
40 percent of  food waste occurs in the home.” So “if  you have tossed more 
spoiled food than you care to admit, you are not alone.”2

It’s not only the “cult of  perfection” that so many of  us have accepted 
and helped reinforce, and neither is it the problem of  waste within the home 
that needs to be addressed. For reasons of  printed space, this essay can’t 
hope to do but what it can.

Is it not absurd to think that here in Albuquerque, in the US, we have a 
great deal of  food being wasted, while at the same time so many people are 
hungry?

Who is hungry? “A study conducted in 2010 by the NM Association of  
Food Banks entitled ‘Hunger in New Mexico’ it was found to be a myth 
that the only people seeking 
food assistance are without 
work or home- less. The study 
found that 32% of  house-
holds seek- ing emergency 
food assistance included at least 
one employed adult and that 
only 8% seek- ing help were 
homeless.”3

So what can we in the 
community of  A lbuquerque 
do, not only to cut down 
waste, but help shift to a more 
t h o u g h t f u l way of  being 
good to not only people, 
but the city it- self ? Here are 
two ways: One, people with 
places can be- come educated 
and enact ways to reduce waste 
in their spaces, and two, busi-
nesses and other organizations can become more conscious, not only of  
what they are wasting, but how they can reduce it.

*On Oct. 1st, 1996 the Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation 
Act was passed. The Act encourages “the donations of  food and grocery 
products to nonprofit organizations for distribution” to those in need. It 
also states that people who are donating food “in good faith” will not “be 
subject to criminal or civil liability arising from the nature, age, packaging, or 
condition of  apparently wholesome food or an apparently fit grocery prod-
uct.” The same goes for nonprofits who receive the donations. I mention 
this to reassure people, business owners and the like, who may be worried 
about their business being in some way compromised.

I work Monday through Friday picking up what would otherwise be 
wasted food from all sorts of  places, and bring it to a local shelter in town. 
The shelter uses it for their daily meals, which they offer free of  charge. If  
not used immediately, the food is stored for food boxes that people, with 
and without families, can take to wherever they are staying. I’m not even 
scratching the surface of  what can be rescued. Thankfully, there are others 
out there too. I see firsthand what is wasted; I also see the thought-process 
behind it. That any of  us find our stomachs full daily, myself  included, is 
a blessing. If  we want things to move in a different direction, we need to 
think of  others and things outside of  our immediate worlds, there’s no way 
around that.

Two Way Street aims not only to provide information like this, and more, 
but also to do its part by partnering up with local organizations to help 
redistribute rescued food at public meetings, events and other gatherings, 
more of  which are in the works. We’ll do the best we can. What have we to 
lose, but “everything / piece by piece / everything / day by day”.4

NOTES
1.SOURCE: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/13/us-food-waste-ugly-
fruit-vegetables-perfect
2. SOURCE: https://www.abqjournal.com/989659/make-changes-to-tackle-food-waste.html
3. SOURCE: http://www.recyclenewmexico.com/foodwaste.htm
4. Shepard, Sam, Should He Head North, Day out of  Days, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 
2010, Print.

On Oct. 1st, 1996 the Bill 
Emerson Good Samaritan Food 
Donation Act was passed. The 
Act encourages “the donations 
of  food and grocery products 
to nonprofit organizations for 

distribution” to those in need. It 
also states that people who are 

donating food “in good faith” will 
not “be subject to criminal or civil 
liability arising from the nature, 
age, packaging, or condition of  
apparently wholesome food or an 
apparently fit grocery product.”

In Good Faith
A Short Essay on Food Waste

“On the trees are only a few gnarled apples that the pickers have 
rejected…One nibbles at them and they are delicious…Into a 
little round place at the side of  the apple has been gathered all its 
sweetness.”  — Sherwood Anderson, Winesburg, Ohio

By George Christopher Moreno

Crossword Answers from Page 11

The trauma of  homelessness, se-
vere poverty, and high mobility com-
bine to wreak havoc on the academ-
ic progress of  children and youth in 
school.  According to a report issued 
by the U.S. Department of  Educa-
tion (2012), more and more students 
continue to struggle with the burden 
of  finding a stable place to live, and 
the number of  homeless stu-
dents in America has topped 
1 million for the first time as 
a result of  the prolonged eco-
nomic recession.  The largest 
and most important safety 
net for homeless children and youth 
is the public school system, which 
provides both basic services as well 
as the education that is necessary to 
avoid poverty as adults.

According to the McKinney-Ven-
to Homeless Assistance Act, home-
less children and youth means “indi-
viduals who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence” and 
includes—

1) children and youth who are 
sharing the housing of  other per-
sons due to loss of  housing or eco-
nomic hardship, living in emergency 
or transitional shelters, abandoned 
in hospitals, or awaiting foster care 
placement;

2) children and youth who have a 
primary nighttime residence that is a 
public or private place not designed 
for or ordinarily used as a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human 
beings;

3) children and youth who are 
living in cars, parks, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings, substandard 
housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings; and

4) migratory children who qualify 
as homeless due to living circum-
stances described.

Nationally, homelessness among 
families has increased considerably 
in recent years and is most often due 
to unexpected financial set-backs 
that create a situation where the 
family can no longer pay for their 
housing.  Research indicates that 
the enriching experiences of  a high-
quality education can be especially 
beneficial for homeless children, 
because they provide stability and 
daily routines that may otherwise be 
scarce in these children’s lives. 

A Message from APS Title 1 
Homeless Project Liaison, 

Patrick Scott
Our mission is to create school 

stability during times of  personal 
upheaval.  We provide educational 
support to students and families 
while they are experiencing home-
lessness.  Our services include, but 
are not limited to, outreach and 
school enrollment assistance, pro-
vision of  backpacks and school 
supplies, school uniforms, hygiene 
products, emergency food bags, 
clothing vouchers, health and men-
tal health referrals, assistance with 
transportation,  and most impor-
tantly advocacy for students and 
their families.

In addition to these outreach 
services, we also provide additional 
programs to schools where we have 
higher numbers of  children and 
youth experiencing homelessness.   
One of  these programs is providing 
a catered lunch once a week to high 
school youth.   During these weekly 
lunches, we often invite guest speak-
ers to come and present to students 
about community resources, job op-
portunities, or careers that students 

may be interested in pursuing.   This 
often segues into students attend-
ing our annual high school career 
fair hosted by the Albuquerque 
Museum.  The fair allows students 
to connect with 25-30 organiza-
tions and individuals to learn about 
job opportunities, post-secondary 
education, and careers.  We hope to 
partner with Two Way Street in iden-
tifying guest speakers and to further 
promote these lunches.

Students also have the opportuni-
ty to participate in a mock interview 
with volunteer realtors from CREW 
New Mexico, as well as participate in 
seminars on topics like job readiness, 
interview skills, etc.  Our goal is to 
inform students of  all the possibili-
ties that exist beyond high school.   
We want to inspire them to graduate 
and become productive and healthy 
participants in our society.

 APS Title I Homeless Project
Using a “School-First” Model to Support 

Students and Families Experiencing Homelessness

Exerpt from APS Title 1 
Homeless Project Website

How Two Way Street Hopes 
to Collanborate with APS 
Title 1 Homeless Project

1.  Co-publishing an article on the 
program’s “School-First” model: 
This article should discuss the im-
plications of  the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, and how education, 
employment, and housing all need 
to work together to stabilize our 
homeless youth population.  This 
article should also discuss challenges 

and opportunities for developing a 
referral system between APS Title 
1 Homeless Project and Two Way 
Street for students who are looking 
for self-employment opportunities.   
2. Promoting after school programs 
and the solicitation of  donations: 
This could come in the form of  an 
advertisement page asking for in-
kind donations in the form of  back-
packs, school supplies, clothes, and 

uniforms.
3. Expanding APS Title 1 Homeless 
Project’s Current Catered Lunch: 
This would involve promoting the 
current catered lunch program as 
well as establishing a more robust 
speakers bureau that would include 
Two Way Street vendors and other 
local subject matter experts to speak 
about their experiences of  home-
lessness.
4. Expanding APS Title 1 Homeless 

Project’s Current Mock Inter-
view Projgram: This would 
involve partnering students 
with street vendors to partici-
pate in mock interview and 
seminars to prepare them-

selves for future job openings. 
5. Showcasing the Voices of  APS 
Title 1 Homeless Project Students/
Beneficiaries: This could take the 
form of  students co-producing 
poetry, short stories, art, and/or 
photography with street vendors 
or producing it on their own.  This 
could take on the form of  a regular 
column as well.

The largest and most important safety net for 
homeless children and youth is the public school system
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Exploring the Challenges and 
Opportunities of  Establishing A 
Business-Within a Business Cold 
Brew Project in Albuquerque

Americans love the hustle. Many 
of  us are taught that hustling is an 
individualistic act, that we pave our 
own road. It’s a dog eat dog world 
out there - never trust anyone in 
business.

As a small business owner, I think 
a strong collective vision is more im-
portant than any individual’s straight 
hustle. The “if  you want something 
done right, do it yourself ” attitude 

might work if  you’re talking about 
washing your armpits or running a 
dictatorship, but for an enterprise to 
grow organically and be self-sustain-
able, you are going to want a strong 
vision and some serious help.

Google Human Resource Man-
ager, Laszlo Bock, explains their 
company’s vision: “to organize the 
world’s information and make it uni-
versally accessible and useful” is “a 
moral rather than a business goal.” 
By finding a goal that can be mutu-
ally appreciated by a wide array of  

The Ladder of  
Upward Mobility

By Jeff  Hertz

One of  the biggest critiques of  street papers is their inability to 
support their vendors in building assets and establishing a ladder of  
upward mobility.  Although we do not yet have the capacity to pro-
vide these opportunities, here is our vision for empowering our street 
vendors to establish their own business and secure their economic 
stability:   Here is a diagram outlining a potential “pathway” we 
envision for one of  our street vendors.  We have followed a pathway 
that is rooted in the food/service industry to be consistent with cur-
rent market trends in Albuquerque:

Sprak’t has been finding various art galleries, screenprinting shops, and other mom and pop brick and mortar shops to promote product line.

people, it makes it that much easier 
to enlist a loyal workforce.

This is the business-within-a-
business paradigm, where every 
great mind is tapped and empow-
ered to make their own decisions for 
both their own good and the vision 
of  the company.  Under a business-
within-a-business model, every 
group involved is treated as a unique 
business whose job is to produce 
products and services for custom-
ers or their corporation.  This is also 
where the concept of  civic branding 
comes from - where every business 
involved falls under the umbrella of  

a single community 
brand.   

Executing this 
kind of  business 
model is also ideal 
for a startup organi-
zation or company 
because it does not 
demand the high up-
front costs of  rent-
ing/buying a brick 
and mortar location.  
It also does not re-
quire the startup to 
pay for insurance 
and other costs asso-
ciated with having a 
permanent location. 

Our goal with 
this street paper is 

to get the word out about not only 
our products and services, but also 
about our partnering entrepreneurs 
and organizations.  It’s a way to le-
verage our shared resources and to 
give a hand up to emerging micro-
entrepreneurs who are trying to 
provide unique value to the local 
marketplace.  

The democratic freedom provid-
ed by a business-within-a-business 
structure makes it easy to upscale 
quickly and collaborate to solve is-
sues without competition. No one 

person or enterprise controls every-
thing and everyone has a voice and 
a responsibility.  In a city where our 
public, for-profit, and non-profit 
sectors are all looking at one anoth-
er to solve some of  the most deeply 
rooted issues in our local commu-
nity, Two Way Street is a social en-
terprise that reminds us of  the need 
for community accountability. 

Building relationships with exist-
ing brick and mortar businesses is 
key for many start up companies and 
is especially important to Two Way 
Street and Sprak’t who are still look-
ing for a “home”.  So when you see 
one of  our street vendors out selling 
street papers and he/she is promot-
ing the Sprak’t coupon on the back 
page, please grab a copy, rip out the 
coupon, and redeem it at one of  the 
surrounding brick and mortar busi-
nesses that has our products on their 
shelves: by doing so, you will truly 
be cultivating a flourishing mixed-
income community in Albuquerque.  

Willie Mozley 
Founder of  Sprak’t  

The Three Legged Stool
Not all Two Way Street vendors 

will want to jump right into start-
ing their own business - that is why 
establishing partnerships with inter-
mediaries like Prosperity Works that 
connect our vendors with savings 
accounts and/or individual devel-

opment accounts will be so integral 
to helping them climb the ladder of  
upward mobility - this is all centered 
around asset building. 

Asset building is a highly effective 
strategy for moving low-income in-
dividuals and families from the mar-
gins to the mainstream of  economic 
security.  Prosperity Works works 
with local and state organizational 
partners to provide more than just 

asset planning, but also family sup-
ports and financial education (the 
“3-Legged Stool”). These steps en-
able limited-income individuals and 
families to begin accumulate savings 
that can then be used to open an 
Individual Development Account 
(IDA).  Savings through IDAs can 
be used to purchase a home, a col-
lege education, or to start or expand 
a business.

Next Steps 
1.Start establishing longer term tran-
sition plans with our street vendors
2.Work with Heading Home to le-
verage TANF funds for IDAs
3.Work with Prosperity Works to 
establish savings accounts and/or 
IDAs for street vendors
4.Establish a financial education col-
umn, section, or tips that includes qr 
codes linking readers to resume

Find out more about Two Way 
Street’s outreach plans and 

newspaper dispenser makeover 
plans in our November issue. 
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News Lady
By Carlos Contreras 

“It’s always good after a holiday weekend 
Or a Cowboy’s game 
Or a UFC fight”

she says…

“Popped off  rounds... 
didn’t speak English very well…”

well, well, well, 

And I thought after 
tbat long… freakin’ weekend… 
that just maybe I would have 
to search a little for some negativity...

Thanks, News lady.
 
I didn’t ask your name 
because it’s sorta the same song and dance 
out of  the mouths and on the screens of  those 
Teleprompter things y’all read.
 
The only thing that separates you from another talking head 
is that highlighter green dress 
you chose for the morning – 

to ruin my morning – 

and we ain’t even talking to one another.

Part of  me hopes 
your 
if  it bleeds it leads 
approach 
blows up in your face and
messes that pretty dress of  yours -
mascara running amuck -
in high heels,
the Michael Kors of  your morning 
getting off  on the wrong foot - 
in the right kind of  way. 

Seriously - 
I’m tired of  my city 
talking bad about itself  -
confused teeth in the mouth 
of  the hungry -
the language being 
nothing but closed 
store fronts – broken windows 
and hypodermic needles - 
SWAT standoffs 
and another life lost 
at the hands of  an officer’s gun. 

I think it’s safe to say 
I didn’t need you this morning,
certainly don’t need you at 
5, 6, and 10 
and would rather just assume 
it’s going to rain
these days.

On the daily news 
it’s easy to figure out who
got shot 
arrested 
or worse -

“Albuquerque’s just getting worse”  -
the common narrative.

But my repetitive 
somewhat, but not completely, rhetorical question is…

...what are you doing to make it “better?” 

Have you pulled a weed 
shook a hand 
said please and thank you 
fed your children 
or better yet hugged them, 
today? 

I wanted to hug her
that day - 
that morning 
when I was more rage than understanding.

I don’t understand why 

we plaster police crime scene 
tape across the screen 
and figure the response will 
be anything less 
than hyenas 
insatiably celebrating 
around the daily spoils. 

Carlos Contreras is a poet, artist, teacher, and father.  Contreras was 
born and raised in Albuquerque, where you can always find him perform-
ing, hosting, and organizing community events on a regular basis.  More 
recently, he has been organizing and promoting more street-oriented 
events like Bricklight Nights aimed at increasing collaboration between 
street vendors and brick and mortars as well as improving on-street secu-
rity and sense of  belonging.  

He is a Kellogg Foundation, Community Leadership Network Kellogg 
Fellow, a two-time National Poetry Slam Champion, and a published au-
thor. Co-Creator of  JustWrite, a non-profit organization geared toward 
creative expression and access to the arts for populations who lack access, 
Contreras is an activist at his base, with a passion for improving and em-
powering communities.

Currently a student in the American Studies Master’s program at the 
University of  New Mexico, Contreras has spent time as an Adjunct Pro-
fessor in the Chicana/o Studies Department at UNM (2011-Present), and 
has also taught at the high school level (2007-2011) for Albuquerque Pub-
lic Schools’, Gordon Bernell Charter School.  Two Way Street is excited to 
be partnering with Contreras and his Writers in the Community Class to 
provide more service-learning opportunities for UNM students.  

Contreras is a freelance Social Media Manager, and owner of  his own 
business, Immastar Productions.

#WorkInProgress: Stay tuned for the release of  a co-authored chap-
book by Hakim Bellamy and Carlos Contreras that will bear the completed 
version of  this poem. 

Data presented in this chart has been collected and presented by the New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness in the 2017 Point-In-Time (PIT)
Counts.  For the purposes of  the PIT Count, the Department of  Housing and Urban Development (the leading federal agency for distributing 
supportive service and housing funds to local Continuums of  Care throughout the country) considers a person to be homeless if  (s)he is staying 
in an emergency shelter, in a transitional housing program, or if  (s)he is sleeping outside or in a place not meant for human habitation.  For 2017, 
the NMCEH counted 1318 people who reported experiencing homelessness on the night of  the count, which is an increase of  31 people over the 
2015 PIT Count.  For 2017, the NMCEH counted 379 people who self-reported as chronically homeless, which is an increase of  119 people over 
the 2015 PIT Count.  This data provides Two Way Street with a deeper understanding of  how to tailor our services and employment opportunities 
to meet the needs of  more specific  low-income and homeless populations.

Local Fact Sheet

Data presented in this map provides 
us with a geographic understanding 
of  not only where human capital is 
least and most abundant in Albu-
querque, but also where it is and is 
not being activated.  The Labor En-
gagement Index provides a summary 
description of  the relative intensity 
of  labor market engagement and hu-
man capital in a neighborhood. It is 
based upon the level of  employment, 
labor force participation, and educa-
tional attainment (population ages 25 
and above with at least a bachelor’s 
degree) in a census tract. Values are 
national percentile ranks that range 
from 0 to 100.  We hope to use this 
map to help inform which neigh-
borhoods we would like to engage 
in more street vendor recruitment.  
The map’s focus on ethnicity also 
provides us with an enriched cultural 
understanding and sensitivity of  each 
neighborhood when reaching out 
prospective street vendors and part-
nering organizations. 

Sheltered and Unsheltered Individuals 
Experiencing Homelessness in Albuquerque, NM 

(2017 Point in Time Counts)

Out of  Reach: 
The Housing Cost/Wage Imbalance 

in Albuquerque and New Mexico (2017)

Every month, Two Way Street will provide you with up-to-date data and research surrounding employment, social services, and affordable hous-
ing.  This month, we took a look at the following three reports: 1) 2017 Point-in-Time Counts (conducted by the New Mexico Coalition to End 
Homelessness), 2) Out of  Reach 2017: The High Cost of  Housing (published by the National Low Income Housing Coalition), and 3) Assessment 
of  Fair Housing (conducted by the City of  Albuquerque’s Department of  Family and Community Services as required by the Federal Department 
of  Housing and Urban Development).

Data presented in this chart was published in an annual report written by the National Low Income Housing Coalition. NLIHC provides up-to-date 
information, formulates policy, and educates the public on housing needs and the strategies for solutions.  In this chart, we see that there is a true 
discrepacy between how little employees are being paid for their work and how much they are being asked to pay for rent.  While local housing advo-
cacy organizations like the Albuquerque Affordable Housing Colaition are doing a great job keeping the cost of  housing low in Albuquerque, it is im-
portant for organizations like AAHC to also be partnering with other organizations to advocate for increasing the minimum wage.  By coordinating 
these two efforts, local advocates will have a better chance of  stablizing low-income and precariously housed individuals and famiies in Albuquerque.   

Definitions: Area Median Income (AMI) is set according to family size and varies by region. Extremely Low Income (ELI) refers to earning less than 
the poverty level or 30% of  AMI. Housing Wage is the estimated full-time hourly wage a household must earn to afford a decent rental home at 
HUD’s Fair Market Rent while spending no more than 30% of  their income on housing costs. Full-time work is defined as 2,080 hours per year (40 
hours each week for 52 weeks). The average employee works roughly 34.4 hours per week, according to the Bureau of  Labor Statistics. Fair Market 
Rent (FMR) is typically the 40th percentile of  gross rents for standard rental units. FMRs are determined by HUD on an annual basis, and reflect 
the cost of  shelter and utilities. FMRs are used to determine payment standards for the Housing Choice Voucher program and Section 8 contracts. 
Renter wage is the estimated mean hourly wage among renters, based on 2015 Bureau of  Labor Statistics wage data, adjusted by the ratio of  renter 
household income to the overall median household income reported in the ACS and projected to 2017.

Labor 
Engagement Index 

& 
Minority Population

Source: Fair Housing Assessment conducted by the City of  Albuquerque’s Department of  Family and Community Services
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Art Submissions
We encourage community members to submit drawings, paintings, comic strips, photographs, or digital render-
ings to Two Way Street’s Art Alley in the two following forms:

1. Analog: Scanned copies of  the image in JPEG or PDF file format.  If  the image is too large to scan, 
a Large JPEG photograph of  the image will be sufficient.  

2. Digital: Saved in JPEG, PDF, or PSD file format, depending on the level of  manipulation that is still 
needed.

*Contributors who do not have the means to process images in this way are encouraged to call Two Way Street’s 
Editorial Committee at 505-452-7419 or email the Committee at eyedealabq@gmail.com.
  
While homelessness is one of  the major content areas that we cover in Two Way Street, we will publish any con-
tent in the Art Alley that relates back to street-level news and perspectives - whether that be photographs of  local 
street art in the Downtown area, sketches of  local street performers in Nob Hill, or paintings of  local architecture 
in Old Town. 

Every month we will feature local knowledge and expertise shared by our street vendors, writers, stu-
dents, and other volunteers.  This includes #twowaystreetlingo that is particular to Albuquerque and 
is accompanied by the phonetic pronunciation of  the term or phrase used in everyday conversations.  
Key terms for this Downtown issue include:

Across
1. (n) Abbreviation of  hotel/motel, as in a place to be overnight or to an indefinite period of  time.  
(ex.) “I’m tryna get a ______ for the night if  it’s gonna be rainin’ all hard, otherwise I would crash in 
the park, ay.”
3. (n) A piece of  treasure, memorabilia, or a gainfully interesting item on the ground; typically the 
sidewalk. (v) to find valuable or meaningful items while walking.  (ex.) “Dude, I just _____________d 
a piece of  jewellery at the corner! Woo!”
6. (v) To linger behind, slowing down and group by accident or disassociation from a clique. (ex.) “Lola 
noticed her new friend had begun to __________, and almost got left behind at the bus stop.”
7. (n) An event for free food, normally attended by persons of  indigent status or financial hardship. 
(ex.) “If  you’re totally broke, there’s a _____ going on at the Storehouse this afternoon.”
9. (n) Overalls or coveralls typically decorated with custom patches and worn for working 
conditions,inclement weather, or just as a daily garment to protect one’s body from scratches.(ex.) 
“You’re going to camp out and thick briar and bramble to prove a point, you should wear your ____ 
for certain.”
11. (n) Another name for Coronado Park In Albuquerque. (ex.) “I think they are having another feed 
up at __________ _____ if  you would like to try to catch the bus up to I-40.”
12. (n) Living without walls; what society often classifies as a state of  being or a condition; homeless-
ness. (ex.) “I would rather consider myself  __________ than homeless.”

Down
2. (v) To hop a train while it’s moving order to leave town more quickly. (ex.) “Let’s go ________ __ 
___ ___, get to the West Coast and hitchhike from there, yeah?”
4. (v) Using creative terms and vocabulary on a piece of  cardboard or paper to obtain funds, goods, or 
services via foot traffic or standing near frequented intersections.(ex.) “Homie Gerald is _________ _ 
____ to get a hoti for the week, he definitely needs the opportunity.”
5. (v) To ask patrons leaving nearby restaurants / eateries for leftovers and / or extra food and to-go 
boxes.(ex.) “I’m hungry like a hippo, let’s go _____________ downtown, bro!”
8. (n) A half-smoked cigarette kept after smoking until the right moment, usually rerolled into a full 
cigarette. (ex.) “All I gots is one ____ right now, but homie Gerald said he could buy us a pack mañana.”
10. (n) Another name for Albuquerque’s Civic Plaza. (ex.) “Since it’s Tuesday, let’s head on down to 
_______ ____ to see if  we can catch any food trucks for lunch.”

* Answers on Page 8 *

Two Way Street Lingo Crossword Puzzle

Painting by Sophia Nuanez of  Carlos Contreras’ Writers in the Community class at UNM.  

Writers in the Community
Daniel Rowan is the Program Director of  Best Chance, an organization dedicated to serving the diverse needs 
of  recently released prisoners. Daniel is a trained Peer Health Educator for the New Mexico Peer Education 
Project and is also a NM Certified Peer Support Worker. In addition to his work with Best Chance, the ECHO 
Institute has engaged Daniel’s services as community faculty. Daniel has a passion for engaging community at 
all levels and is excited for the opportunity to engage the community through the UNM, Writers in Community 
course and with the Two Way Street publication.  

Tony Covington is an English major and longtime lover of  Albuquerque’s creative community.  Tony is ex-
cited to facilitate free writing workshops with the Two Way Street writing team to help further develop its street 
vendors’ writing skills.  It is her hope that through these free writes at the Street Vendor Committee meetings, 
the team can produce a collage essay for the fourth issue of  Two Way Street.  Over the past few semesters, she 
has broadened her abilities as a writer by attending several writing classes at CNM, including Expository Writing, 
Technical Writing, and Creative Writing. Outside of  her writing and schooling, she is proud to be working at the 
infamous local coffee shop, R.B. Winnings, whose management is interested in locating one of  Two Way Street’s 
newspaper dispensers inside its establishment on 111 Harvard St. SE.  She hopes that by giving one of  these 
dispensers a new home, R.B. Winnings will not only be helping expand Two Way Street’s circulation, but will also 
help further establishing the publication’s presence in the UNM and CNM area.  

Sophia Nuanez is a junior at UMM majoring in Chicano Studies.  She is excited to help out an emerging 
community-based publication like Two Way Street.  She plans to go to law school to become a civil rights lawyer 
after finishing up with her undergraduate studies.  When she was first introduced to Two Way Street in her Writ-
ers in the Community class at UNM, she had never heard of  street newspapers, but that she is now proud to be 
part of  something so innovative in addressing local issues surrounding homelessness.  She hopes to submit some 
of  her poetry to Two Way Street for the fourth issue and wants to focus on neighborhoods that she grew up in, 
including the South Valley, Old Town, Downtown, and Barelas.  

Writers in the Community student, Tony Sunshine, facilitating a writing exercise at a recent Street Vendor Committee meeting. 
Photo by Jeff  Hertz. 
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